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For 25 years, the Peace Resource Center has been a consistent presence
in the San Diego community, speaking out against violence in all of its forms and
providing a voice for peaceful, nonviolent ways to solve interpersonal, community and global problems.
2004 was a difficult year for all peace-loving people as we watched the continuing war in Iraq.
Throughout the year, we continued to speak out for peace, social justice,
nonviolence, tolerance and reconciliation and worked to help build the mass movement
needed to address these momentous challenges.
2005 will be another challenging year. But it will also be a year of opportunity for us to make new alliances with the growing numbers of people who are disillusioned by this country’s militarism.
As we move into our 25th year, we will continue to provide
the kind of active presence for peace and nonviolent solutions that is needed, especially in these times!
It will also be an exciting year as we move closer to finishishing the building of a
permanent Peace Center. The new building, the Friends Center, will be an enduring visual statement
of our dedication to advancing peace and social justice values.
Peace Center members can be proud of our past 24 years of work and look forward
to building an even larger peace community as we continue our work
for a better world for future generations in the new year.

The Peace Resource Center of San Diego...
working for peace, social justice and the environment since 1980

The Friends Center
Our Permanent Home

After three years of planning, researching, designing,
fundraising, and permitting, our permanent home began to
take physical form this year.
In February we received our grading permit from the city.
Huge earth-movers were brought in and the soil on the
building site was completely removed and compacted as it
was replaced, shaping the pad to the design of the building.
In April the city issued the building permit, and we began
building and installing forms for the foundation. The west
section of the building foundation has been poured and is
now the first part of our environmentally sensitive structure.
Work has started on the slab for this section, and the footings
for the Friends meeting room. By the end of this year, the
structural steel columns—eighteen feet high—will be bolted
in place.
Earlier in the year, we took a break from
putting up forms to prepare for and plant
our “permaculture” (food bearing plants)
project on the slopes leading down from
the building pad. 127 bushes and trees
were planted and some fruit has already
been harvested.

Volunteers at our annual Work-a-thon for Peace and Social Justice held this
year at the site of the Friends Center, July 24, 2004. Photo: Dan Paris.

The Friends Center is a collaborative effort of the Peace Resource Center, the First Church of the Brethren, the San Diego Friends Meeting,
and the American Friends Service Committee, San Diego Area. It will
be an enduring visual statement of our dedication to advancing peace,
social justice and spiritual growth. As an environmentally-sound
“green” building, it will be a witness to our commitment to wise stewardship of the earth’s resources. Built and operated in collaboration, the
building will daily demonstrate how organizations with common values
can share resources and work together to create new models for social
change.
This project is only possible through donations of money, materials
and services, and volunteer labor from people like you. So far we
have raised about 75% of the needed resources. If you can help in
any way, please contact us.

We are building with volunteer labor, with
three full-time volunteers doing much of
the work and supervising occasional help.
So far there have been over 75 volunteers
helping with this project, including individuals and groups like the annual
Work-A-Thon sponsored by the PRC and
Project Yano, the San Diego Buddhist
Peace Fellowship, and the Unitarian
Universalist Church in Hillcrest. If you
or a group you work with would like to be
on our volunteer list and receive e-mail
notices of building progress and volunteer
opportunities, please contact us.

PEACE EDUCATION PROGRAMS:
TEACHING PEACE,
CONFLICT RESOLUTION
AND NONVIOLENCE
Children and Nonviolence Program:

·

This year we partnered with Eveoke Dance Studio’s Day in
the Park for “Give Peace a Dance.” PRC volunteers provided
activities for children including instrument making, face
painting and origami. The day culminated with everyone
from 2 to 22 dancing! It was a wonderful day of sharing,
singing and dancing!

Children Dancing at “Give Peace A Dance”
Photo: Steven Criqui

·

·

·

The PRC and Darnall E Charter School were honored by San
Diego City Schools for 10 years of partnership. We have
maintained an excellent relationship with the school, with literature tables at school events and a presentation at graduation. Our committee chair, Betty Imlay, even read The Lorax
and Sneetches to 5 classrooms on Dr. Suess’ birthday.
Another
highlight this
year was participation in
the California
Association for
the Education
of Young
Children’s
annual conference as part of
a special
“Peaceful
Room.”

·

Continued promotion of our School and Classroom
Pledges of Nonviolence. Our Partnership school, Darnall
“E” Campus has made the pledge an ongoing part of their
school program, with all classes adopting the pledge.

CREATING PEACE
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
The PRC’s work on peace, social justice and disarmament
issues is done through participation in annual community
events, through coordination of special programs, by providing
speakers for events, conducting media interviews, writing and
distributing fliers and articles and by mobilizing our membership to respond to local and world events.
Our major focus since the September 11, 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Center and Pentagon has been working
with the San Diego Coalition for Peace and Justice. Since its
formation, just days after the attacks, the coalition has been an
important voice for uniting people in San Diego who are opposed to the Bush Administration’s drive to keep us in a state of
perpetual war and maintain US hegemony and domination in the
world. The coalition has organized a variety of events, including
demonstrations, teach-ins, public meetings, leafleting at public
places, including street fairs and outside high schools.
The PRC contributes significant resources to the coalition,
helping to make sure the overall effort is successful by working
on and supporting coalition committees, making sure the coalition has a place to meet, helping to keep demonstrations peaceful by training and providing peacekeepers and police liaison
work, serving as a media contact and press spokesperson, and
providing administrative support.
Some of the events on which we worked with the coalition to
help organize include: Peace Contingent in the Annual Martin
Luther King Parade, Jan. 17; Global Day of Protest on the one
year anniversary of the Iraq War, March 20; Protest at CACI
Corporate Headquarters for their participation in torture at Abu
Ghraib prison, May 26; Leafleting at theaters during the premiere of Michael Moore’s movie, “Fahrenheit 9/11”; Leafleting
and Protest at the Midway Carrier Museum; Annual Hiroshima
Day Vigil, Aug. 6; “The World Says No to War,” March and
Rally, Aug. 29; and “Strategies for Post-Election Activism,”
Forum, November 6.

Learning the fine art of paper crane making at

Continuation
“Give Peace a Dance.” Photo: Rachael Holland
of the wonderful relationships we have developed with many preschools and teacher
programs all over S.D. County—returning year after year for
presentations to parents’ groups/and or teachers. Among
these schools this year: Palmer Way Preschool, Mira Mesa
Parent Participation, Avondale Preschool and La Mesa Head
Start. We also presented two workshops at the California
Head Start Association’s annual convention.

“The World Says No to War” March and Rally,
August 29, 2004. Photo: Bob Davis

THE PEACE RESOURCE CENTER:
A CLEARINGHOUSE AND INFORMATION RESOURCE FOR THE COMMUNITY
Founded in 1980 by six local organizations committed to peace, the Peace Resource Center (PRC) now has
over 40 member organizations and hundreds of individual
and family members.
The Peace Resource Center works for peace by:

·
·
·

·

Facilitating communication and networking among
peace-related groups

·

Functioning as a central clearinghouse for information
about community, national and international peace and
social justice efforts and activities

·

KEEPING THE PRC GOING...
Volunteer Recruitment, Coordination and Training: Volunteers are the backbone of the PRC. Our dedicated volunteers assist
in many ways, including participation on our Board of Directors
and Advisory Board, office support, help with mailings and at
events, and serve on program committees. Volunteers are also
playing a key role in helping to build our new facility.
Fundraising: The PRC’s operating budget for 2004 was a modest
$45,000. This sum supports all of our program work and the salary
of a full-time Executive Director—our only paid staff person.
Most of our income comes from the community through membership dues, monthly pledges and contributions by members.
In addition to this our work was funded by:

·
·

·

Educating the public on peace and social justice issues

Other Affiliations: We are a part of various local, national and
international coalitions and networks, including the national/international Abolition Caucus, United for Peace and Justice, the
National Priorities Project, TV-Free America, the Child Soldiers
Coalition and the Military Toxics Project. During the year we
participated in campaigns and responded to action alerts from
these various organizations. We continued our support for the
Pacific Campaign for Disarmament and Security, a networking
and action group focusing on Asia-Pacific security issues, and
for which the PRC director serves as the Administrator and U.S.
Country coordinator..

·

·

·

Consulting on peace education, program planning and
nonviolent conflict resolution
Publishing a bi-monthly Peace Calendar and
Newsletter
Providing speakers, trainers and workshops on a variety
of peace-related topics, including nonviolent methods
Promoting dialogue and understanding of the causes
of violence and militarism and promoting ideas for
constructive nonviolent actions and solutions
Presenting programs on a variety of peace and social
justice issues

Fundraising also included the sale of peace materials at
community events and street fairs, at various holiday
bazaars/alternative gift fairs.

BE A PEACEMAKER! GET INVOLVED!
The Peace Resource Center of San Diego depends on
community support to carry out its peace education
programs. To become a member, please fill out the
coupon below and return to the PRC.
The PRC is a 501(c)(3), non-profit, educational organization.
All memberships and contributions are tax-deductible
as allowable by law.

Name ___________________________________________
Address__________________________________________
City ______________ Zip _________ Phone ___________
Email ______________________________________
Sign me up! Enclosed are my membership dues:
o $35 Individual

o $45 Family

o $20 Senior/student/low income

o $50 Organization

A Concert of Shakuhachi, Koto, and Percussion, featuring
John Kaizan Neptune and Friends, May 16.

o I love the PRC! Enclosed is a donation of $________

2004 Work-a-thon for Peace & Social Justice, July 24—a
joint project with Project YANO.

o Enclosed is an additional donation of $________ for the
Peace Center’s new building project.

Souper Supper 24th Anniversary Dinner, Nov. 21 with music by April, Tim and Claudia and a keynote address by Reverend Arthur Cribbs.

o Please send me information about how I can volunteer for
the new building project and other Peace Center activities.
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