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Founded in 1980, the Peace Resource Center of San Diego has been a consistent presence in the 
community, speaking out against violence in all its forms and providing local support for peaceful, 
just ways to solve interpersonal, community and global problems.  We are proud of our 32 years of 

working for peace, social justice and a sustainable environment!

In 2012, we spent our first full year in our new office at the Friends Center. Itʼs been an exciting year 
with the use of our space growing through co-sponsoring programs with other organizations, providing space 

for groups to meet, organizing and expanding our resources, as well as putting our library into an online 
database, and hosting our own programs with speakers, films, and workshops.  It is truly wonderful to work in 

collaboration with our partners at the Friends Center and with others in the community!

Our world and community has also been presented with many challenges.  The first anniversary of 
Fukushima saw us joining with our colleagues in Orange County to hold the first demonstration at San Onofre 

in many, many years. We have continued to play a strong role in the movement to keep San Onofre closed 
and will continue that work into 2013. We will also be increasingly putting our attention on the local production 

of the deadly “killer” predator drones. Working in coalition with other groups, we will be hosting a national 
action against drones in early April.

The past year has demonstrated what we can achieve when we work together!  

But, there is more to be done... and we are among the people who will do it! It takes concerted effort by 
all peaceable people working in partnership to achieve our shared goals. We look forward to joining together 

in 2013 to continue raising our combined voices and assembling hand in hand for peace, justice, and 
sustainability. We continue to build the awareness, mass movement, and creative thinking that is needed to 

address challenges and opportunities of today and ahead. Thank you for being part of our peace community!

“Nonviolence is not inaction. 
It is not discussion. 

It is not for the timid or weak...
Nonviolence is hard work. 

It is the willingness to sacri!ce. 
It is the patience to win.”

-- Cesar E Chavez



THE FRIENDS CENTER
The Friends Center is a collaborative effort of the Peace Resource Center, the First Church of the Brethren, the San Diego Friends 
Meeting (Quakers), and the San Diego area American Friends Service Committee; and together it becomes an enduring visual 
statement to advancing peace, social justice, sustainability, and spiritual growth. As an environmentally-sound “green” building, it 
is witness to our commitment to wise stewardship of the earth’s resources. Built and operated in collaboration, the building daily 
demonstrates how organizations with common values can share resources and work together to create new models for social 
change. Our building continues to attract attention as people see it from Interstates 15 and 805, and we continue to provide 
information about our design choices and use of materials that support earth-friendly practices. You can see more details at: 
www.SDFriendsCenter.org  

The year of 2012 brought more amazing accomplishment. Construction of the 
Meeting Room wainscot (wall paneling) was begun and then finished by the 
end of January, with special thanks to Hal Brody for his beautiful and timely 
service. By April, we had completed the last necessary pieces required to get 
the final sign-off from the City of San Diego for our Occupancy Certificate. 
While there is still plenty to do to complete the dream of a truly sustainable 
building, the Certificate was the final requirement with the City. In May, 
carpet was installed in the Meeting Room. By the end of Summer, we had 
ceiling fans in the AFSC and then PRC.  

We continue to be so grateful for the ongoing support and generous financial 
donations as well as time by dedicated volunteers that make all this possible. 
We extend a special thank you to Ken Aeschbacher for his continually 
inspiring commitment and enduring service. If you or your friends are 
interested in volunteering with him and learning a whole spectrum of skills, 
please contact us. Even though additional projects are underway, such as the 

windmill for our rainwater system, there will likely be new efforts needed over 
time. Sustainability is more than a goal - it is a continual process of review and 
renewal toward healthier interactions with our environment, community, and 
earth. We invite you to visit www.sdfriendscenter.org for more information, 
including interest in scheduling a tour and how you can help the vision!

San Diego Peace Garden
Because sustainability is a core value for the Friends Center collaborative, we 
extend the idea beyond the physical building and into the surrounding grounds. 
While an extensive fruit orchard was planted in 2004, the dream of a more 
extensive garden was a challenge. When the building was near completion, the 
foundational efforts by Ava Torre-Bueno and “Gardeners 4 Peace” were finally 
able to bear fruit, like 
the trees they had 

tended. A committee of volunteer community members, local experts, and 
members from the Friends Center partnership was formed; the process for 
the San Diego Peace Garden finally sprouted; and Beth Townsend 
became the Garden Coordinator. Beth dug deep right away, both to 
cultivate the innovative ideas and community connections, as well as 
physically prepare the grounds. Over the months, the mission was 
created, a layout planned, fundraising and outreach began, and monthly 
work days moved the efforts forward. Regular assistance from Grossmont 
high school students was also helpful. In November, with a large group of 
volunteers, the first garden beds were created and installed! Next year 
will certainly have a variety of exciting new growth - of food, workshops, 
and more. Visit: www.sdpeacegarden.org for more details, including the 
Kale Festival on Sat. Feb. 23rd!

Have you seen inside the PRC?
We moved into our permanent home inside the Friends Center in the Summer of 2011. After a year and a half, we have undergone 
a number of changes. If you saw it before, please come by again! We are still so thrilled to have our place open and useable and 
want people to see all that we are pursuing. In fact, while we continue our regular ongoing work and presence in the community, 
we still carry on behind the scenes organizing and updating our resources and creating functionality in our new home. We hope 
you will take time to come visit, attend an event or workshop, and feel inspired to be a peacemaker!

Volunteers at November work day in the Peace Garden

Friends Center overlooking newly installed garden beds!

Allen McAfee, Carol Jahnkow, special guest Mochizuki Iori, 
& Mariah Gayler in front of the Peace Crane sculpture, Nov 
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TEACHING PEACE: 
Our Educational Programs

     The PRC’s work on peace, disarmament, social justice, 
nonviolence, sustainability, and other issues is done through 
participation in annual community events, coordination of 
special programs and ongoing education, providing speakers 
for events, conducting media interviews, creating and 
distributing fliers and informative handouts, and by mobilizing 
our membership to respond to local and world events. 

    As a resource center, we are committed to keeping up with 
current world issues and changing needs of the community. 
With these tasks and the use of our permanent home inside the 
Friends Center, we are striving to identify new opportunities 
and integrate them into our work. Recent examples are:

Monthly Film Nights: Each month we collaborate with a 
different community group to highlight interconnected issues.  
We also co-hosted numerous film showings in North County.     

Speakers: Bruce Gagnon, Global Network Against Nuclear 
Weapons and Power in Space; Medea Benjamin, CODEPINK; 
Daniel Hirsch, Committee to Bridge the Gap; Chieko Shima, 
from Fukushima; “Not in Our Town” panel; Paul Chappell, 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation; Mochizuki Iori, Fukushima 
Diary blogger.

Shut San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant (SONGS):  We co-
organized demonstrations in March & April at the SONGS 
plant, along with several other local demonstrations; worked 
on getting local city councils to take positions on San Onofre; 
educated and mobilized people to attend important meetings of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and California Public 
Utilities Commission; media work and interviews on issues.

Drones: We brought Medea Benjamin to San Diego in October 
to speak and help spark more local interest around anti-drone 

activity; then formed a new committee to pursue local activity, 
including hosting a national gathering in Spring 2013. This 
multi-day event will be extremely important because San 
Diego is home to General Atomics, manufacturer of the 
Predator drones which continue to kill innocent civilians in 
Pakistan and other places.

Workshops and Participatory Democracy: We hosted a 
number of workshops with community organizations, such as 
Grow Strong’s Honey Fest (Jan.), Alternative to Violence 
Project (AVP) 3-day basic workshop, and meetings to organize 
actions protesting the Trans-Pacific Partnership Agreement 
(TPP). We look forward to more workshops which foster 
people’s empowerment in becoming responsible, participatory, 
peace- and justice-oriented community members. 

Library: Our many books are available for borrowing. You can 
even peruse out extensive catalog list online!

CULTIVATING PEACE & JUSTICE:
Working Collaboratively

     A major focus since September 11, 2001 has been working 
with the San Diego Coalition for Peace and Justice (SDCPJ). 
SDCPJ has been an important voice for uniting people in San 
Diego who are opposed to the drive to keep us in a state of 
perpetual war and maintain US hegemony and domination in 
the world. To help ensure the Coalition’s efforts are a success, 
we: participate on the coordinating committee, provide 
ongoing administrative support and meeting space, train and 
provide peacekeepers and police liaison work, and serve as 
contact for media and others. 

Additionally, we are part of various other local, national and 
international coalitions and networks in which we participate 
via campaigns, respond to action alerts, and attend meetings.

     Events we helped work on 
with local groups included: 
Cultivating Food Justice event 
(April), Occupy Our Arts 
(June), Week of protest against 
the TPP (July), Pride week with 
San Diego Alliance for 
Marriage Equality and Canvass 
for a Cause (July), International 
Peace Day Fair (Sept), Occupy 
Anniversary (Oct) and more. 
The PRC and our members also 
supported and participated in 
numerous community events.

Discussion inside the Peace Resource Center

Buddhist March and Vigil to Decommission San Onofre, Dec 2012

Protest Rally at San Onofre Nuclear Power Plant on Fukushima anniversary, March 11, 2012



SAVE THE DATES
PEACEMAKERS: Fourth Sundays, 9-10am, at PRC.    
Learn about peace at these educational workshops for youth 
(of all ages!) and their families.

“DRONE DIEGO”: April 2013. Protest the Drones! National 
call to action in San Diego. More info at prcsd.org

SOUPER SUPPER: Sunday before Thanksgiving

PEACE ON EARTH HOLIDAY BAZAAR: December

KEEPING THE PEACE WORK GOING...
Volunteer: People who give their time are the backbone of our 
work. We have limited staff, so volunteers are more than just 
helpful -- volunteers are our lifeline! Assistance ranged from 
stuffing envelopes to serving on our Board. We need YOU to 

help with 
tasks such as, 
update our 
resource 
library, table 
at events, 
participate on 
committees, 
collaborate 
with groups, 
and more. 

  
Fundraising:  The PRC’s operating budget in 2012 supported 
our programs and operations, including the salary of our 
Executive Director and our Special Projects Consultant. 

Our income is primarily from the community, through 
membership dues, monthly pledges, and general 

contributions. In addition to this, our work was funded by: 

• Spaghetti Dinner at the Big Kitchen (Feb 2012)

• Annual Work-a-thon for Peace & Social Justice (May 2012) 
-- a collaboration with Project YANO. 

• Souper Supper & Annual Meeting (Nov 2012), featuring 
music by local artist Sara Petite and keynote speaker Paul 
K. Chappell, author and Peace Leadership Director the 
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation

• Sales of peace materials at community events, street fairs, 
and various alternative gift fairs, including our own Annual 
Peace on Earth Holiday Bazaar in December.

• Donations from workshops, services, and events we host.

  BE A PEACEMAKER! GET INVOLVED!
The Peace Resource Center of San Diego 
depends on community support to 
continue our work carrying out peace 
education. To become a member or 
renew, please return this coupon to us or 
go online to www.prcsd.org for donation options, 
including credit cards. The PRC is a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 
educational organization. All memberships and 
contributions are tax-deductible as allowable by law.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State _____________________________ Zip ___________

Phone _______________________________________________  

Email _______________________________________________

  Sign me up! Enclosed are my membership dues:

__ $40 Individual    __ $25 Student/senior/low income

__ $50 Family   __ $50 Organization   __ $100 Sustainer

  I love the PRC! Enclosed is a donation of $__________

  Please send me information about how I can volunteer 
with the PRC. I am especially interested in:

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Work-a-thon to build a school garden 
at King-Chavez Elementary, May 2012
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Founded in 1980, we work for peace by:

✦ Educating the public on peace, social justice, and 
environment issues 

✦ Facilitating communication and networking among  
peace-related groups

✦ Consulting on peace education, program planning and 
nonviolent conflict resolution

✦ Publishing informational handouts and a calendar of 
peace-related events on our website at www.prcsd.org

✦ Functioning as a central clearinghouse for information 
about community, national and international peace and 
social justice efforts and activities

✦ Providing speakers, workshops, and programs on a variety 
of peace-related topics, including nonviolence methods

✦ Promoting dialogue and understanding of the causes
of violence, militarism, and injustice and promoting ideas 
for constructive nonviolent actions and solutions

✦ Mobilizing our membership for action

THE PEACE RESOURCE CENTER:
A CLEARINGHOUSE AND INFORMATION RESOURCE FOR THE COMMUNITY


