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I learned that courage was
not the absence of fear,
but the triumph over it.
The brave man is not he who
does not feel afraid, but he
who conquers that fear.
-- Nelson Mandela (1918 - 2013)

The Peace Resource Center of San Diego

2013 Program
and Service Review
This visionary institution
helped remind the indulgent of
the pain that is hunger,
helped remind the fearful of
the provocation inherent in weaponry,
and helped the comfortable
save room in their thoughts
for a finite planet.
-- A Board Member’s hope
for the PRC’s legacy (Nov. 2013)

THE PEACE RESOURCE CENTER:
A CLEARINGHOUSE AND INFORMATION
RESOURCE FOR THE COMMUNITY
Founded in 1980, we work for peace by:
✦

Educating the public on peace, social justice, and
environment issues

✦

Facilitating communication and networking among
peace-related groups

✦

Consulting on peace education, program planning and
nonviolent conflict resolution

✦

Publishing informational handouts and a calendar of
peace-related events on our website at www.prcsd.org

✦

Functioning as a central clearinghouse for information
about community, national and international peace and
social justice efforts and activities

✦

Providing speakers, workshops, and programs on a
variety of peace-related topics, including nonviolence
methods

✦

Promoting dialogue and understanding of the causes
of violence, militarism, and injustice and promoting
ideas for constructive nonviolent actions and solutions

✦

Mobilizing our membership for action

BE A PEACEMAKER!
The Peace Resource Center of San Diego
depends on community support to continue
our work carrying out peace education. To
become a member or renew, please return this
coupon to us or go online to www.prcsd.org for donation
options, including credit cards. The PRC is a 501(c)3
nonprofit, educational organization. All memberships and
contributions are tax-deductible as allowable by law.
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City, State _____________________________ Zip ___________
Phone _______________________________________________
Email ________________________

Do NOT add me to e-list.

Sign me up! Enclosed are my membership dues:
__ $40 Individual __ $25 Student/senior/low income
__ $50 Family __ $50 Organization __ $100 Sustainer

I love the PRC! Enclosed is a donation of $__________
Please send me information about how I can volunteer
with the PRC. I am especially interested in:
_______________________________________________

The Peace Resource Center of San Diego • 619-263-9301 • info@prcsd.org • www.prcsd.org
December 2013

Founded in 1980, the Peace Resource Center of San Diego has been a consistent presence in the
community, speaking out against violence in all its forms and providing local support for peaceful,
just ways to solve interpersonal, community, and global problems. We are proud of our 33 years of
working for peace, social justice, and a sustainable environment!
The year 2013 was another momentous year - together, we truly made a difference. The biggest news,
which is a direct result of our collaborative work, is that San Onofre was permanently closed! It has been
many decades, but we were able to succeed together in this common goal. We also were co-planners of the
first National Days Against Drones, bringing attention to the local production of these “killer” machines.
While we celebrate, we also face challenges in our communities and world. In 2013, our world
experienced a variety of tragedies, including the Boston Marathon bombing, Bangladesh factory collapse,
legalities of the U.S. Voting Rights Act and Stand Your Ground laws, Philippines typhoon destruction, and
more. We also realized that while we celebrated the repeal of DOMA and the 50th Anniversary of the March
on Washington, our world is still deeply discriminatory. Violent conflicts still rage in multiple countries and
human rights are being ignored. Additionally, we now mourn the death of Nelson Mandela.
Yet, we know we can together build a better world. It can take time, but our collaborative efforts will be
stronger. Co-creation brought the PRC and three other nonviolence-based groups into cooperation for a new
way to build Nonviolence Connections with each other and community. Perhaps expansion was the key word
this year because we also were fortunate to be able to bring on a new part-time staff and Brethren Volunteer
Service (BVS) intern. We continue to work with our partners in the Friends Center toward an overall “peace
campus” here. It is sincerely awe some when people and efforts begin converging for even broader change.
The past year has demonstrated what we can achieve when we work together!
But, there is more to be done... and we are among the people who will do it! It takes concerted effort by
all peaceable people working in partnership to achieve our shared goals. We look forward to joining together
in 2013 to continue raising our combined voices and assembling hand in hand for peace, justice, and
sustainability. We continue to build the awareness, mass movement, and creative thinking that is needed to
address challenges and opportunities of today and ahead. Thank you for being part of our peace community!

OUR HOME: On the Peace Campus
The Friends Center
In July 2011, the Peace Resource Center moved into its permanent home inside the Friends
Center. This building is a collaborative effort of the First Church of the Brethren, American
Friends Service Committee US-Mexico Border Program, San Diego Friends Meeting (Quakers),
and us, the Peace Resource Center. Together, it becomes an enduring visual statement to
advancing peace, social justice, sustainability, and spiritual growth. As an environmentallyoriented “green” building, the Friends Center is witness to our collaborative commitment to
April showers bring May flowers at
the Peace Crane sculpture
wise stewardship of the earth’s resources. Built and operated by the four partners, the building
demonstrates each day how organizations with common values can share resources and work
together to create new models for social change. Our building continues to attract attention as people see it from Interstates 15
and 805 and hear the details about our design choices and use of materials that support earth-friendly practices.
Each year, our gratitude expands for the continuing support, financial donations, and dedicated volunteers that make all this
possible. If you or your friends are interested in helping, please contact us - we have a spectrum of needs and perhaps you can
learn a new skill! While we have made it over the hill with moving in, there will likely be
new efforts needed as time goes on. Sustainability is more than an end goal - it is a continual
process of review and renewal toward healthier interactions with our environment,
community, and earth. We invite you to visit www.SDFriendsCenter.org for more
information, including interest in scheduling a tour and how you can help the vision!

San Diego Peace Garden
Sustainability is a core value for the Friends Center collaborative, thus the idea extends
beyond the physical building and into the surrounding grounds. In 2004, an extensive fruit
orchard was planted and cared for by the “Gardeners 4 Peace” for years. In the fall of 2011, a
new committee comprised of volunteer community members, local experts, and members
from the Friends Center partnership came together to form the San Diego Peace Garden with
direction from Garden Coordinator Beth Townsend. The 2013 year brought the first Kale
Festival, new irrigation, a bike wheel rotunda, donations of produce for local hunger relief,
weekly work days, ongoing volunteer assistance, individual cultivation of raised beds (if
you’re interested, contact Beth for availability!), and more. We expect next year will sprout
Produce donation to Meals for Hunger more excellent activity, beginning with the second Kale Festival on Sat. 2/22! Visit:
March 2013 photo from Beth
www.sdpeacegarden.org for more details.

TEACHING PEACE: Our Educational Programs
The PRC’s work on peace, disarmament, social justice, nonviolence, sustainability, and other issues is done through
participation in annual community events, coordination of special programs and ongoing education, providing speakers for
events, conducting media interviews, creating and distributing fliers and informative handouts, and by mobilizing our
membership to respond to local and world events.
As a resource center, we are committed to keeping up with current world issues and changing needs of the local community.
With these tasks and the use of our permanent home inside the Friends Center, we endeavor to identify new opportunities and
integrate them into our work. Program formats often include
film nights, guest speakers, workshops, and direct action.
Drones: As the drone production capital of the world, San
Diego is uniquely situated to host actions against these
robotic predators. Following a discussion with Medea
Benjamin in August 2012, San Diego activists continued
conversations and collaboration with Medea and CodePink.
Working together, dedicated people from the Peace
Resource Center (PRC), San Diego Coalition for Peace and
Justice (SDCPJ), and Veterans for Peace (VFP) formed the
special “Drone Diego” committee to plan and host the first
National Days Against Drones, which took place April 4-7,
2013. The local activities included demonstrations at
General Atomics sites in Poway and La Jolla, at Northrup
Grumman in Kearney Mesa, and outside the Midway
Carrier Museum. Additional events included a forum on
drones, an all-day workshop, and a strategy meeting. In
2014, the PRC will continue addressing the issues around
drones, as it is clear they are not likely to stop soon.

“Dirty Wars” Events: In May, over 200 people attended an
evening program we hosted with Jeremy Scahill, the
investigative journalist who was on tour for his new book
titled Dirty Wars. As a followup in June, numerous PRC
members and friends attended an advance screening of the
Dirty Wars film, which features Scahill and his research.
Nuclear Issues and San Onofre: After the San Onofre plant
shut down its two reactors in 2011 due to damaged steam
pipes, we continued our efforts to keep it shut down. We
mobilized the public and spoke at various press conferences,
city councils, public forums, and Nuclear Regulatory
Commission public meetings and hearings. On June 7, 2013,
we received the amazing news that San Onofre would remain
permanently closed! While we are cognizant that there are
many complexities in moving forward, this was overall a
tremendous victory for the safety of the people of Southern
California and has given great hope and impetus to the U.S.
and the world-wide anti-nuclear power movement.
As a partner with the Coalition to Decommission San
Onofre, we have turned our attention to the ‘after’ process,
looking at how to deal with the nuclear waste stored at San
Onofre and also participating in the California Public Utilities
Commission hearings about San Onofre.
Our 2013 work on nuclear issues also included cosponsoring and participating in the October Symposium on
Nuclear Waste, which featured nuclear experts Arjun
Makhijani and Marvin Resnikoff.
50th Anniversary of the March on Washington: To recognize
the 1963 event and the civil rights movement, we worked with
the Malcolm X Library to co-host an active commemoration.
The public was invited to share their memories, what it was
was like then, and how far we’ve come and have left to go.
No War on Syria Events: We co-sponsored and consulted on
program development for the September demonstration/rally
held at Balboa Park in protest against any U.S. attacks on
Syria as a punishment for the Syrian Regime's chemical
warfare attack on its own people. Our Board President Allen
McAfee also spoke at this event. Additionally, our members
joined the Veterans for Peace in their weekly bannering
actions held on the 6th Street bridge over the I-5 freeway.
International Guest Speaker: In October, we co-sponsored
the San Diego visit of Malalai Joya, a former Afghan
parliament member. She spoke about prospects for Afghan
Women and Non-Intervention in Afghanistan at five different
programs: one in North County, in Central San Diego, and at
UCSD, City College, and SDSU.
On-site Library: Remember, within our space, we have over
1800 books and more than 80 dvd videos available for
borrowing. You can view our extensive catalog online at
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/prcsd -- please peruse
our pile of plentiful peace publications!

CULTIVATING PEACE:

Working Collaboratively

General Atomics Predator Drone Production site demo
Poway, CA 4/4/13, photo by Carol Jahnkow

committee; provides ongoing administrative support, meeting
space, and police liaison work; trains peacekeepers for
events; and serves as a contact for media and others.
Additionally, we are part of various other local, national,
and international coalitions and networks in which we
participate via campaigns, respond to action alerts, and attend
meetings. For example, beginning in January, we attended
meetings and consulted with the local Brady Campaign
because their organizing efforts around gun laws were
reinvigorated by people’s concerns after the shooting at
Sandy Hook Elementary in Newtown, CT.
In May, Alternatives to Violence Project, Nonviolent
Peaceforce San Diego, and Nonviolent Communication, and
the Peace Resource Center gathered together to create a new
collaborative effort using the meetup.com system. This group
is called “Nonviolent Connections” and has hosted a few
events as well as helped each of us further our own outreach.
We were also involved in the second year planning of the
Peace Fair in honor of International Day of Peace (Sept.) held
at the park outside City Heights’ Cherokee Point Elementary.
This event was attended by numerous youth and adults who
joined in the fun, celebration, and visiting groups’ tables.

A primary focus for the PRC since Sept 11th, 2001, has
been working with the San Diego Coalition for Peace and
Justice (SDCPJ). The SDCPJ has been an important voice for
uniting people in San Diego who are opposed to the drive to
keep us in a state of perpetual war and maintaining US
hegemony and domination in the world. To help SDCPJ
efforts succeed, the PRC participates on the coordinating

Given chalk, these youth enthusiastically making a peace sign together.
Peace Fair, 9/19/13, photo by Mariah Gayler

KEEPING PEACE WORK ONGOING...
Volunteers: People who give time are the backbone of our
work. We have limited staff, so volunteers are more than just
helpful -- volunteers are our lifeline! Assistance ranged from
stuffing envelopes to serving on our Board. We need YOU to
help with tasks such as, update our resource library, table at
events, participate on committees, collaborate with groups,
and more. Please contact us if you are interested!
Funds: The PRC’s operating budget in 2013 supported our
programs and operations, including the very modest salaries
of our full-time Executive Director, part-time Special Projects
Consultant, and part-time Executive Assistant, as well as the
stipend for our Brethren Volunteer Service intern.
Our income is primarily from the community, through
membership dues, monthly pledges, and general
contributions. In addition to this, our work was funded by:
• Spaghetti Dinner at the Big Kitchen (Feb 2013)
• Annual Work-a-thon for Peace & Social Justice (May
2013) -- a collaboration with Project YANO.
• Souper Supper & Annual Meeting (Nov 2013), with music
by local artist Trinity Sullivan, poetry by Jim Moreno, and
guest speaker Rev. Dennis Malone from All of Us or None.
• Sales of peace materials at community events, street fairs,
and various alternative gift fairs, including our own coorganized Peace on Earth Holiday Bazaar in December.

